
Glenn Ponas is the Executive Director of Aerium, a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit 
advancing aviation innovation and workforce development. With over three decades in 
education and technology leadership, Glenn has championed initiatives that connect 
classrooms to careers in aviation and aerospace. Since joining Aerium in 2024, he has 
accelerated statewide efforts to create aviation career pathways, securing new CIP codes, 
expanding drone and maintenance programs, and forging partnerships with industry 
leaders like Boeing and Lockheed Martin. Under his leadership, Aerium launched 
groundbreaking projects such as Drone814—the nation’s first BVLOS medical drone 
delivery network—and established Aerium West to expand access for underserved 
communities. Previously, Glenn served as Director of High School Outreach for AOPA, 
growing its Aviation STEM Curriculum from 160 to over 1,400 schools nationwide. A 
certified private and remote pilot, Glenn is a recognized voice in aviation education and 
workforce development across national forums. 

 


